
From: Marilyn Gayle <Marilyn.Gayle@keystonelaw.co.uk> 
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 1:39 PM 
To: Gardiner Neil: H&F <Neil.Gardiner@lbhf.gov.uk> 
Cc: Niall McCann <niall.mccann@keystonelaw.co.uk> 
Subject: Written Submissions: Hurlingham Club. Notice of Hearing 24th February 2026  
 
Dear Neil, 
  
Please find attached Written Submissions and the appendices referred to within in readiness 
for the hearing on 24 February 2026. 
  
We should be grateful if you would kindly forward this to all objectors and the Committee on 
our behalf. 
  
PLEASE NOTE: My client would like to formerly amend the application to cease all 
licensable activity by 23.00hrs with the event closing at 23.30hrs. 
  
Please can you kindly confirm once this has been circulated. 
  
If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
I will be on annual leave from tomorrow for a week so if you have any queries, please 
contact Niall McCann (copied into this email). 
  
Kind regards, 
  
  
  
Marilyn Gayle 

| 
 

Legal Assistant   
   

t: +442033193700  |  m: +447423640206 

  

48 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1JF, United Kingdom 
  

 

Additional information for members



 
The Hurlingham Club 

 (the “Applicant”) 

Application for a new temporary Premises Licence 

The Hurlingham Club, Ranelagh Gardens, London SW6 3PR (the “Premises”) 

 

Applicant’s Written Submissions 

 

This statement is made in respect of an application for a new premises licence with the intention of 

outlining and providing additional background to the Applicant’s case. Amplification of the points made 

below, together with further submissions, will be made orally at the licensing sub-committee hearing if 

the two representations are not withdrawn and the application granted by delegated authority. 

 

Background 

 

The Premises is a renowned private members’ club which borders the River Thames in 42 acres of grounds. 

Whilst predominantly for members to socialise and play sports such as tennis, given the significant costs 

of upkeep, the Premises do hold private corporate events. Most of these can be accommodated by the 

permanent premises licence (see Committee Report) or by way of Temporary Event Notice. The event on 

the evening of 16 June 2026 is set to fall slightly outside of the parameters of the permanent licence and 

the proposed capacity exceeds that permitted by a Temporary Event Notice. Hence this application is for 

a temporary one-day licence which only covers the event in question. 

 

The event is an invite-only event on behalf of a high-end fashion brand. As the invitees will not know the 

location of the event until nearer the time, the name of the host company is being kept confidential. 

Overall responsibility for the event will rest with the Applicant. 

 

Details of the Event 

 



The event will be held in approximately half of the Applicant’s demise. The theme is that of a traditional 

summer garden party (i.e. picnics, lawn games etc.) with actors in character interacting with the guests as 

they would at an immersive theatre production. A more detailed site plan is at annex 1.  

 

Guests will arrive between 16.30hrs and 18.30hrs with approximately 80% of guests by boat docking at 

the Hurlingham pier and 20% of guests arriving by car via the Hurlingham Pier Gate on the corner of 

Broomhouse Lane and Carnwath Road. There will then be a reception, including food and beverage served 

from several temporary outlets on the lawns of the Premises until approximately 21.00hrs.  There will be 

dessert in a marquee on the Cricket Pitch followed by a theatrical and musical performance ending at 

23.00hrs, again in the marquee. Guests will leave by pre-arranged transport including, chauffeurs, shared 

taxis and small coaches. Vehicles will be parked either inside the Premises, or away from the Premises 

until needed to prevent queuing on residential streets with the use of electric vehicles where possible. 

Guest egress and dispersal will be supervised by a dedicated team of traffic marshals.  

 

The Representations 

 

There are no representations from any of the statutory authorities. This is significant. The Section 182 

Guidance to the Licensing Act 2003 states: 

 

“Each responsible authority will be an expert in their respective field, and in some cases it is likely that a 

particular responsible authority will be the licensing authority’s main source of advice in relation to a 

particular licensing objective”.  

 

However, there are two representations from local residents. Whilst their identities are redacted, the 

Applicant believes that it has discussed the application with one of them during the consultation period. 

The concerns they raise and the Applicant’s comments thereon are as follows: 

 

Outdoor Loud Music 

 

The Applicant regularly has events in the grounds of the Premises with music playing. These events are 

closely monitored with management regularly patrolling the grounds with decibel meters to ensure that 

music isn’t causing a public nuisance. However, following the receipt of representations the decision has 



been taken to cease all licensable activity by 23.00hrs with the event closing at 23.30hrs and the 

Applicant would like to amend the application accordingly. Furthermore, the Applicant has engaged an 

independent Acoustic Consultant, Mr Richard Vivian of Big Sky Acoustics. His report is attached at annex 

2 The Applicant is happy to adopt all his suggestions, and he has been engaged to be at the Premises for 

the duration of the event to monitor noise levels. He has the express authorisation to intervene if he 

believes that there is any risk of public nuisance. 

 

These commitments are supported by the conditions proffered with the application, namely: 

 

 A responsible member of staff shall carry out proactive noise assessments outside the premises 

at the boundary of the nearest residential property at least once an hour during the provision of 

regulated entertainment and take any necessary remedial action. 

 

 A written record of proactive external noise assessments and, where applicable, remedial actions 

taken shall be kept for a minimum of 31 days from the date of the last entry in the record and this 

record shall be available for inspection on demand by authorised Council officers at all times the 

premises are open. 

 

Nuisance caused during Set Up 

 

The event set up will commence in early June.  As with other events at the Premises the Applicant will 

work with suppliers to manage the delivery of equipment and vehicle movements to minimise disruption 

to local residents and ensure they operate within normal parameters in terms of working hours and noise. 

 

Allegation of Violation of Licence  

 

This is not a violation of a premises licence. The reason for applying for a new temporary premises licence 

is to avoid any risk that the primary, permanent licence is breached.  

 

Looking to Profit 

 



As is generally the case, this application has been made with a view to profit. Whilst the Applicant is in a 

privileged position of having healthy membership numbers, the large clubhouse and substantial grounds 

are very expensive to maintain and the hosting of events is essential in ensuring its survival. This need to 

generate funds is always balanced by the Applicant’s primary objective of being a ‘good neighbour’. It 

does not want to damage the relationship it has built with local residents over decades for a quick financial 

gain. 

 

Compensation 

 

Paying compensation to residents is not a widespread concept in licensing. Every application is to be 

treated on its own merits and should uphold the four licensing objectives. Public nuisance is public 

nuisance. It cannot be offset by compensation.  

 

Licensing Policy of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham (the ‘Policy’) 

 

The Applicant considered the Policy prior to making the application (in particular, the numbered policies) 

and most conditions proffered were taken from the pool conditions. Crucially as there is no representation 

from the Licensing Authority – the ‘gatekeeper’ of the Policy, the Applicant submits that there are no 

specific policy concerns. 

 

The Guidance & National Licensing Policy Framework for the Hospitality and Leisure Sectors (the 

‘Framework’) 

 

Whilst the Applicant is in a more advantageous situation than most licensed premises, its overheads have 

increased enormously over recent years. In late 2025 the Government published the Framework which 

puts economic considerations at the fore of licensing decisions making. It recognises that licensing, ‘must 

be enabling as well as protective: deliver licences that are granted on the terms sought, with conditions 

that are necessary and proportionate, ensuring they are fit for purpose and support the evolving needs of 

businesses and communities’. 

 

These sentiments have now been incorporated into the Section 182 Guidance which states at paragraph 

1.18: 



 

‘when making licensing decisions, all licensing authorities should consider the need to promote growth 

and deliver economic benefits’. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Applicant has carefully considered the complaints of the two objectors and has sought to provide the 

necessary assurance. The Applicant firmly believes that (on the amended basis described above) the event 

can proceed without local residents being adversely affected. If the concerns of the two local residents 

are now eased, they are respectfully asked to formally withdraw their representations to enable the 

application to be granted by delegated authority, thus saving the considerable time and cost of a licensing 

sub-committee hearing to both the Applicant and the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. 

Conversely, if their concerns remain they are urged to contact the writer at 

niall.mccann@keystonelaw.co.uk so that a meeting can be arranged either remotely or at the Premises 

to discuss the event. 

 

 

 

Niall McCann 

Partner, Keystone Law 
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